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Born {n the same vear with Napoleon Bona-
garte. Marceau, lke Hoche, % an evidence of
the prodigality with which nature gave military
goniug of the first order 10 Franee at the mo-
ment when the Revolution was impending.  The
coincidence i startling. 1 is almost vauivalent
1o a proof that the Revolution was provided for
heforehand, s something that must take place
The sulogists of Marceau and Hoche, Captain
Johnson among the rest, are willing to helieve
that if elther of them bad lived to gulde the
destintes of the nation, no imperial despotism
like that of Napolean would have been thought
of There is alss & heretle or two in the world
who imazives that even Washington, indifferent
A= he was io mere possesslon of power, might
have protonzed his dictatorship in a country ke
Franes, striving for order as he had first striven
gor independance. Captain Johnson calls Na-
polean “the fluil of Europe and the most terrible
cingen that ever seonrg~d a stpte” But he wne
in his earlier davs asx much a Republican as
any of Wiz brothers in arms. He lived to prove
that his vovictions weps casiiy chiunged. Hoche
and Mareeau died hefors the gradual rise of am-
bition eould temmt them away from the demo-
cratle enthusiasi of 1heir youth. But there is
nothing ashde from words and from a certaln
quality of mercy and kindliness in the disposi-
tion of boih that would prove them inenpable
of seizinie o despotism if 1 were offered them
Captain Johnson's book will he scinne i in vain
for any mor: deflnite ldeas on this subfsct In
Marceau's mind than wre usually cherighod by
yohith, to be repluced by lees henavolent foelings
in old age

Marcean had comd yeason for disliking the no-
Hes of the Ol Monarchy, They were in his
way. His whote soul was turred to the profes.
slon of 4 soldier He entered the army at the
age of sixtesn, and ur once displayed aingular
aptitude for military 1ife. iyt he soon Imsarned
that promation above the lowsst grades was Im-
yossible for him  The high places were for no-
and

blemen, whether they were cupable or not,
oven moderate rank was aceessible only for
men of the mildle class who had money As

Marcean was poor. his skill as o soldier and his
attention to his duties won wim nothing hetray
than the priviligs qf Ihetrpeting Ueertian im-
becile and reckleoss t in th

ment to which he e To these well-born
creatures Mureonn and M= comrades were as if
heings of anather speoe Hig dj=gust with the
service wits great  But the Revelutlon changed
all this nt n stroke Aerit free, It might
Yring @ sttt the guitiotine, but ut all events
§1 no longer added a sting 1o the contenipt of n
class whase Lraine had hoon frittsred away in
long line The contenmiptnngs ola
Lad disoppenred away by the popmlar
ftumult whisked off from n
mandy coast by
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Marcean's rise wns papld. and T vas g general
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g vouthfal 411 ha Inok that
hafore the Commlttes of Safery In his
weeording 1o the
most the slenal
hall of ths Ni
opportunity 1o ¢
vame the olifect
novel sxperivnes to the mat v
1he formidable rebellion of the
Vendée Was |t any wonder,
of another. that the armies of the Repubiie
Yafare the Cammittee of Safery tn bis uniform,
of a general’ Bitter wopd followed another
1 the hall was in an uprear, and the subject
voas about to be heought hefores the Copvention,
when the notorions deputs HBourbotte entered the
Chambier. Now, 1his Bourbotte had once done
Bis Leat 1o bring Marvesau to the guillotine, but
In the Vendoan war he was saved fu the nick of
time from vhe vengeanee of a party of Royalists
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1o the man he had injured. and from that mo-
ment, contradloting the popular groverh, hiad
Yeen hle most falthful friend.  To Bourbotte,
fnderd, Marcean owad much of his advancamsnt
“What Is it all about™ asked Bourtwtte, “That
yoursg officer was the auswer, “What, Mar-
oyl My friend Marcsau’ Whersupon there

was first an embrace in right French fashion,
and then a wilder tumult than ever in the hall,
with shouts for Mareeau and for the Repuabile,
and sdlusions 1o the recent victory of e Mans,
which had destroved the Jast reinnant the
Veandean forges

1f vouth onhanesd the ghay of Marcean'a
achisvements as a coMmanider, it also confised
the estimate that must be put on hls words and
acts in point of humanity,  Thers Is no dount
that the Indiserhmdnnte slanughter of the Yen
deans orderad by the Bepulilican lsaders amd
vagarly carried out by the soldiery with the up.
proval of many offoers was revolting hi,
He prevented it whenever he could, and protest-
ed agatnst it over and again.  His mune
lives to this dayv less In his desds of arms than
0 his sfforts to gave the Vendoan girl, Angeligus
des Mesliers, from death id worse thun death
He saved her for a few davs, but the gulllotine
cheated him when hia back was turned,
other hand, there wvas the sanie fulse note in
his reports that sounds through mest of the offi-
clal Hterature of the Revolathon,  Captadn John-
ron has translated some of his letters from Le
Mans 1o the Minister of War. It s not some
amateur general and professhonal raffian ke
Nosetgno! or Turresu, fresh from a Parisian
drinkshop; it s Marceau whoe writes. "1 can

uf

1o

wy e

assuve vou that more than three thousand fana- |

tes Bite the dust a1 this moment.” o an offled
document he 4 not ashamed 10 write of a gallant
enemy 88 Crascals” and Cbrigands’ and “roh-
bers.”  Doubtless these phrases wore con
slons to the rhetorical spirit of the tines.

But
when moderation of language would really have

been a mark of the genulne soldier,
that Marceau did not govern his pen. What s
ta be considorsd I8 whether a man capable at
twenty-three of this artificial resentment dnd
denunclation would not have besn capable at

(m the |

ragl- |

11 I8 strange |

thirty of taking advantage of the State 1f he had |

Yived ta enjoy the apportuniiy

Fortunately, Marcenu had other experiences
hesides those of & Litter and shameful civil war
He-showed in mesting the lewders of a0 forelen

foe that Le could forget the excltement of the
battieficld o the genlality of friend!y conversa.
tion. There were men arraved sgainst him in

lathios along the Riine who loved him as dearly
a0 e any of his comrader. That Mitle scene
o the Arehduke Charles, @ man as Young as
and even a greater soldier, came 1o look @t
fon dead, could not have Bean less than genulne
Yot can see the yourthful congueror of Jourdan,
ne he gazes on the handsome face of Maroeau;
vou  see him  kneel the  bedside;  you
wes him covering his ayes with his hands as he
wilks away, and you feel thar there was sotie-
thing tn Marceau o win, not merely the admira-
tion, but the sympathy of other men. The inel-
dent could not have heen Just the same, if, for
exnmple, the dead general had been Napols
Somehow Napoleon did net win the sympathy
his enamies #ithor when be was dend or when he
wak altve, Hut then he 44 not appear to fee]
the need of svmpathy—an Impertant copsidera-
tion, and one that ghould not be averinoked
I
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